
LITERACY NEWS 
Message from the Literacy Team regarding Summer 
Literacy Programs: 
In July & August 2017 and 2018, a number of Northwest School Division schools 

implemented different summer reading programs.  Many of the programs had very 

little cost and had some really good results.  Here are the highlights: 
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As per the research from McGill-Franzen & Allington, 2013, giving students 

books and self-selection is a powerful factor in supporting summer voluntary 

reading activity.  A number of our schools gave students books to take home 

and allowed for students to select those books! 

Please contact Jennifer Dorval or Aaron Oakes if you have any further questions:   

Jennifer.dorval@nwsd.ca   

aaron.oakes@nwsd.ca 



“We gave out books to students/families.  The librarian also sent 

scavenger hunt literacy ideas that could be picked up at the local gro-

cery stores in town during the summer and she did a reading BINGO 

card that was brought back in the fall to be redeemed for prizes.” 



 

“We sent home packages (similar to LLI) with all 

coming back completed in the fall and then we 

had a party for those students and a draw for 

prizes.  They also did a coupon redeeming activi-

ty at the Local Library where they had 28 re-

deemed coupons.  We also did a Bingo card 

reading activity.” 

“Golden tickets were sent to students and the students could take 

the ticket to the downtown library to redeem it for a prize (book/

toy).  At the beginning of July, we mailed out 101 tickets and then 

mailed another 37 tickets at the end of July and we did one last 

mailing in August.  We gave at least one ticket to every student 

from pre-k—grade 4 and then sent extra tickets to our at-risk stu-

dents.  Of the tickets redeemed, 23 were from at-risk students.” 



Summer Literacy Programs that took place in Northwest School Division 

Schools included: 

- we gave out a book to all students from K-grade 5 – we put books in the hands of the 

students to take home and keep.  The librarian also sent scavenger hunt literacy ideas 

that could be picked up at the local stores in the summer and did a reading bingo card 

that was brought back in the fall to be redeemed for prizes. 

- sent home packages (similar to LLI) with all coming back completed in the fall and then 

they had a party for those students and a draw. They also did a coupon redeeming activi-

ty at the town Library where they had 28 redeemed coupons.  They also did a bingo card 

activity.  

- Golden tickets were sent to students and the students could take the ticket to the down-

town library to redeem it for a prize (book/toy). Costs included: $376 on books, $100 on 

postage and then $50 on toys.  At the beginning of July they sent out 101 tickets and 

then another 37 tickets at the end of July and again another 37 in August.  Of the 40 re-

deemed, 23 were from at-risk students.  

- Golden tickets were given to middle years students and the Meadow Lake Public Library 

collected the tickets.  In the fall, if the student went to the library and handed in their 

golden ticket, then in the fall, they received a book of their choice from the scholastic order 

form.  15 students accessed the program – with 12 students regular downtown library us-

ers and 3 new users who applied for library cards for the first time.   

- School personnel volunteered to open up the library for 2 hours once a week for 6 weeks 

in the summer and they planned themed activities (crafts) and read a story. They gave 

out books and prizes that matched the theme.  29 students accessed the program. Costs: 

$161.75 –prizes, $273 – Scholastic books and $37.90 – mentor texts purchased from Am-

azon  

- We targeted our Tier 2 grade 2 students and gave a package of books based on interest 

as well as a journal to write in to those students, with a parent information sheet.  9 stu-

dents participated and 7/9 showed an increase in their F&P level in the fall and 2/9 re-

mained at the same level (so no decline). 

- We gave out 12 novels for our high school students to read and met in a book club for-

mat.  4/12 attended the book club, however several others read the novel, but didn’t at-

tend the book club.  

 


